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Mission Trip Makes Mark Overseas
TAYLOR FLESCH
Staff Reporter
  Charlotte Catholic has had another 
very successful year full of service 
projects. A big mission of CCHS is 
giving back through different projects 
and trips. Participation in the mission 
trip is always a great way for students to 
help others in need and is a really cool 
experience. 
  This year, there were three differ-
ent mission trips: Jamaica, Dominican 
Republic, and Puerto Rico. This is the 
first year Catholic has sponsored three 
different mission trips to different 
places, which is a great way to expand 
the service to more places in need. The 
students were divided among the three 
trips by their grades and each trip had 
its own unique experiences and touch-
ing moments. 
  The Puerto Rico trip, which was 
attended by sophomores, did tons of 
work, building buildings and meeting 
some locals. While they did not interact 
with as many locals as the other two 
trips did, they did get the opportunity to 
visit some homeless shelters, orphanag-
es, and elderly homes, which were hum-
bling experiences. When reflecting on 
her trip, Cameron Green said, “I learned 
how lucky I am and how blessed I am, 
and to be grateful for 

the  things I have. It really put things 
into perspective”. 
  This year is the second year that Charl
otte Catholic has gone to Nuestros 
Pequenos Hermanos, a small school 
outside Santo Domingo, the capital of 
Dominican Republic. The school is 
dedicated to helping kids who come 
from underprivileged families, includ-
ing orphans and kids with physical dis-
abilities. This school houses, feeds, and 
educates these kids up until the age of 

18 and trains them to be active citizens 
in their community. Throughout the 
week, students helped perform chores 
with the kids throughout the community 
or just hang out and get to know more 
about them and their community. Mr. 
Kuhn reflected on how amazing it was 
to see Charlotte Catholic kids forming 
beautiful bonds with these kids that will 
last a lifetime. 
  In Jamaica, students and chaperones 
dedicated their time and effort to build-

ing a house and spending time with lo-
cals in the community. This project took 
a ton of hard work, but according to the 
students, getting to meet and spend time 
with the grateful people was gratifying. 
Just as Mr. Kuhn said, all the people 
on the Jamaica trip built many amaz-
ing relationships with locals and were 
blown away with how welcoming and 
appreciative they were towards them. 
  While there are tons of exciting activi-
ties and new places to explore, mission 
trips are not all fun and games. All trips 
performed strenuous work to better the 
communities abroad. Between working 
all day and the late night conversations, 
most did not get much sleep; however; 
all the work that was done on all three 
trips and the gratitude of the locals 
made it all worthwhile. 
  The response of those that went on 
these trips was extremely positive. 
Everyone, no matter where they went, 
came back with memories that they 
will cherish forever. By offering these 
mission trips, Charlotte Catholic gives 
students a chance to branch out and try 
something new while strengthening 
their faith life and bettering commu-
nities during an experience they will 
never forget.  
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Black Hole Makes Waves
ETHAN SCOTT
Staff Reporter

  On April 8th, the first-ever pic-
ture of a black hole was taken. The 
reason we have never seen a black 
hole is their gravity is so extreme 
that nothing, not even light, can es-
cape across the boundary at a black 
hole’s edge.
  A black hole is a region of space-
time exhibiting gravitational ac-
celeration so strong that nothing, no 
particles or even electromagnetic 
radiation such as light can escape 
from it.  The first black hole wasn’t 
discovered until X-Ray astronomy 
was used.  Cygnus X-1 was the first 
black hole discovered in the 1960’s, 
and it is 10 times more massive 
than the Sun.
  Black holes are formed when a 
large star dies or collapses onto 
itself.  With so much mass in a con-
fined volume, the collective 
force of gravity overcomes the 
rule that usually keeps the building 
blocks of atoms from occupying the 

same space. All this density creates 
a black hole.
 This black hole is enough to con-
firm that Einstein’s theory of rela-
tivity works even at the boundary of 
our giant universe. 
  A German physicist and astrono-
mer named Karl Schwarzschild pro-
posed a modern version of a black 

hole in 1915 after coming up with 
an exact solution to Einstein’s ap-
proximations of general relativity.  
  This specific black hole is approxi-
mately 55 million light years away.  
The closest one to Earth is 
about 3300 light years away which 
means that it will take 3300 years 
for it to reach our planet, Earth.
  Black holes work by absorbing 

various mass from its surroundings 
and growing.  Black holes can also 
dissipate or even vanish if there is 
no mass or surroundings for it to 
take in. However, Black holes are 
safe to observe from a lengthy dis-
tance, but not if you get too close, 
which also means that it’s unlikely 
for a black hole to consume an en-
tire universe.
  Fun Fact: We do not know if 
wormholes exist because we do not 
know that much about physics, but 
this means that anything is possible.  
Wormholes are solutions to the Ein-
stein field equations for gravity that 
act as “tunnels,” connecting points 
in space-time in such a way that 
the trip between the points through 
the wormhole could take much less 
time than the trip through normal 
space.
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Students Awed by Avengers Movie

BENJAMIN FRONDORF
Staff Reporter
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  After the landmark event “In-
finity War” was released back in 
April 2018, the anticipation for 
its sequel has finally culminated 
in the release of “Avengers: 
Endgame.” The film is widely 
considered to be one of the most 
anticipated films in history and 
predicted to be the highest gross-
ing movie of all time, earning 
over a billion dollars in the open-
ing weekend alone.  
  The film sets to end the 22 
movie series known as the Infin-
ity Saga, a part of the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe (MCU).   
The movie stars big MCU char-
acters such as the original six 
Avengers: Captain America, 
Iron Man, Thor, Hulk, Black 
Widow and Hawkeye, along 
with other additions such as 
War Machine, Rocket Raccoon, 
Nebula and newcomer Captain 
Marvel.  Their mission: to live in 

an universe where half of all life 
is gone, or find Thanos, the one 
responsible for their pain, and 
reverse it.  
  Two major themes of the movie 
are moving on from tragedy and 
acceptance of the inevitable.  
Many characters struggle to live 
in the universe after half of their 
friends and families died right 
before their eyes, resulting in 
some characters having psycho-
logical damage.  These range 
from intense anger to desperation 
to a continuation of their normal 
life.  This theme is conveyed 
through several citizens that are 
shown throughout the movie who 
also express their grief.  
  Much like its predecessor, 
Endgame takes massive risks in 
an attempt to shake up the status 
quo.  However, most of these 
risks could be considered spoil-
ers, but they are present and have 

received a mixed opinion from 
both fans and critics.  
  Critical reception for the film is 
also highly positive, outranking 
the previous three Avengers films 
on Rotten Tomatoes, currently at 
96% at the time of writing this 
article.  Some critics call End-
game the emotional and brains 
behind Infinity War’s brawn and 
battle.  Fans have even noted this 
statement back when the trailer 
for the film came out with some 
saying “No action, no fights just 
pure and raw emotion”.  While 
this did not turn out to be true for 
the finished product, it was heav-
ily marketed to be a much more 
emotional film.
  Despite having an additional 
20 movies scheduled for release, 
Endgame wraps up the stories 
of several heroes and villains 
in spectacular fashion.  Direc-
tors Joe and Anthony Russo 

along with their screenwriters, 
Christopher Markus and Stephen 
McFeely find a way for each 
major character’s journeys to feel 
natural, complete and satisfying 
while still leaving it open enough 
for inevitable sequels and spi-
noffs.  
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Prom Proves to be Unforgettable
ERIN ARTHUR
Staff Reporter

  Prom is a night to remember as 
you dance with your friends in 
long dresses or tuxedos that create 
memories for a lifetime. Teachers 
welcome us as we show our tick-
ets and smiles that fill our hearts 
with relief that we are not here to 
work but to have fun. The dance 
floor starts off quiet as it fills with 
laughter and compliments while 
everyone’s joy begins to fill the 
room and the endless dancing 
starts. 
  The World Night Club held our 
neon light filled prom again this 
year on Music Factory Blvd. and 
students filled the room as the DJ 
played an endless supply of tunes 
to dance to. Junior Arabella Pires 
said, “Prom was amazing and it 
was so much fun seeing all my 
friends at a special event like this. 
I love that it really means some-
thing to the juniors and especially 

the seniors. I can’t wait for next 
year’s prom!”
  As students danced the night 
away, a certain group was wait-
ing for the names of prom king 
and queen. Right before everyone 
parted for the night, Mrs. Tarney 
stood with the DJ to announce 

the title. Among the contestants 
standing before the student body, 
Chloe Arnold’s name was called 
for prom queen and Ari Rodriguez 
was named prom king. 
  Ari Rodriguez said, “ I was 
surprised but very excited to win 
prom king. It was always on my 

bucket list to win it, and I’m so 
thankful for the people that voted 
me.” He talked about how he 
wasn’t able to attend prom last 
year but he said, “I’ll miss prom a 
bit because I’ll miss seeing all my 
friends, but I’m excited to attend 
the Navy Ball at the Naval Acad-
emy at the same time.”  
  Endless hours of hard work to 
look their best is quickly forgot-
ten when they begin to dance and 
everything moves in slow motion 
like something out of a movie. 
Students feel the joyful energy 
that surrounds everyone they love 
and nothing matters more to them 
in the moment then being with 
friends.
  This year is ending soon and 
everyone is working hard to end 
it on a good foot. Prom happily 
suspends that and reminds us that 
we can strive to have fun. 
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Girls Soccer Season Comes to an End
LUCY MARTIN                    
Staff Reporter
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  Charlotte Catholic has many 
athletically gifted students. Some 
of these students, who compete on 
the varsity women’s soccer team, 
are having a terrific season.
  The team’s coach, Mr. Garfield 
Hoilett, shares the things he has 
the girls focus on for them to be-
come better. He said, “We want to 
be an attacking team, so we work 
a lot on our offensive skills.”
  When asked about the certain 
plays the team is best at, Mr. Hoi-
lett said, “We have set plays that 
vary from time to time depending 
on what our opponents are like.” 
  Mr. Hoilett said that his goal for 
this season is “to go all the way to 
a state championship and possibly 
win it.” He added, “Right now we 
are just concentrating on taking 
the play-off games one at a time.”
  Mr. Hoilett also shared what he 
thinks the team could work on. 
He said, “I think we can work on 
finishing when we get an opportu-

nity.”
  Mr. Hoilett is hopeful for the rest 
of the season and says, “the rela-
tionship with the girls on the team 
is fantastic. It is just like a family 
because they work hard for each 
other.”
  Meghan Lang, a sophomore on 
the varsity women’s soccer team, 
shares her opinion on what skills 
the team excels at. She said, “In 
my opinion the team is just all 
around very talented. All of the 
girls are strong in their on way and 
I think that is what makes us such 
a great team.”
  Meghan also shares what she 
wants to improve about the team. 
She said, “I think we all connect 
really well, but I’d like to become 
even closer with each and every 
one of the girls to strengthen our 
relationships.”
  When asked what her biggest 
goal for the season is, she said, “I 
would really love to win states.” 

She added, “I think if we keep 
working as hard as we are now, 
we can reach the state champion-
ship.”
  Ella Futch, a sophomore and the 
goalie of the varsity women’s soc-
cer team shares her thoughts on 
the season. She said, “This season 
so far has been really good and 
we have been working very hard. 
She added, “Most teams in our 
conference this season were tough 
competi-
tion so that 
meant we 
had to play 
our hard-
est every 
game.”
  Ella also 
shares her 
favorite 
part of 
being part 
of this 
team. She 

said, “My favorite part of play-
ing on this team is how much fun 
we have while playing whether at 
practice or at games.”
  The Charlotte Catholic varsity 
women’s soccer team has had a 
great season so far. They continue 
working hard to win a state cham-
pionship.
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Hockey Hopeful for Next Season
LAUREN KAUFMANN 
Staff Reporter
   The Charlotte Catholic hockey 
team is well into their 2018-2019 
season, and are seeing wins and 
losses, on and off the ice. 
  Players like Brady Reitz, a se-
nior and assistant captain, were 
surprised with the coaching. “We 
got a new coach, new defensemen 
coach, he helps with the lines,” he 
said. Another senior, Matt Clare, 
was happy to see that a player 
from a few years ago, Adam Per-
sico, had come back to coach the 
team for this season. Overall, the 

team said that “the new leadership 
is pretty good”.
  However, changes have not been 
all beneficial for the team. With 
the loss of last years seniors, the 
current team has had to adapt 
to a season without them. Matt 
Bonetto, a sophomore on the team, 
said, “Our seniors last year were 
a big part of our team, especially 
Matthew Shriver and Dominic 
Bagnato, but we’ve filled a lot of 
holes”. 
  Reitz agreed, and mentioned that 
“[They] still work as a team, but 
we just lost a couple of key play-
ers”. 
  Additionally, the team has had a 
hard time representing their team-
work on the scoreboard. With a 
record different from the one that 
led them to the championship last 
year, the team is facing difficulties 
on the ice. However, Bonetto said 

that “[The way] we play isn’t ac-
curately represented by the score-
board because we do play really 
hard”. 
  Even with these losses, the play-
ers still work well together and 
connect as a team. In fact, one 
of their goals for next year is to 
continue their fantastic teamwork. 
Bonetto noted, “We can feel out 
what we’re playing with and who 
we like and from that we can 
shape our team as we get to know 
each other better”.
  Clare agreed and likes the oth-
ers that he plays with. “We have a 
good group of guys,” he said, and 
mentioned that they have made 
the season more enjoyable for 
him. 
  As an assistant captain, one of 
Reitz’s goals for the season is 
applying their teamwork into 
the split second decisions of the 

game. “I have to make sure that 
the lines are flowing well, and 
keep the players moving, so I 
would like to be able to recognize 
people’s [skill] better,” he said.
  While the season moves on, the 
players are a little anxious about 
playing both Northern and South-
ern. Both teams have a strong 
record, and have beat Catholic in 
earlier games this season. Howev-
er, even if these games don’t end 
up in Catholic’s favor, the team 
still has a strong sense of team-
work and friendship.
  Overall, the Cougars hockey 
team is excited to finish out their 
season, and even though the play-
ers are nervous about playing 
powerhouse teams or still working 
on filling holes from last year’s 
seniors, they are all happy to play 
together.
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 The Charlotte Catholic women’s 
lacrosse team had a great season 
with an overall record of 17-5, 
including conference and non-
conference games. The Cougars 
fought through the season, plac-
ing second in their conference 
with a conference record of 4-1 
right behind the Weddington High 
School women’s lacrosse team.
  The team played Cardinal Gib-
bons High School in the state 
championship and unfortunately 
was defeated 17-10. Despite not 
accomplishing the title the team 
hoped and placing in second in 
states this year and last year, the 
team was very successful over-
all and grew together as a team. 
Anne Culicerto, a junior and 
goalie of the team, said “Al-
though the outcome of the state 
championship game is not what 
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EMMA REILLY
Staff Reporter

we wanted, I am so proud of all 
that we have accomplished this 
season. Our team is special and I 
would not trade it for anything in 
the world.”
  Kaitlin Coleman, a senior and 
midfielder on the team, said “I had 
a great time with my team and we 
worked hard this season. I am go-
ing to miss all the girls next year 
and we had a 
great season.” 
  Mrs. Bier, 
coach, said 
“I think that 
those 22 girls 
are so special 
and abso-
lutely amaz-
ing, they were 
completely 
amazing to 
the team and 

they did everything I asked. The 
playoff run to the state champion-
ship was incredibly impressive 
and I love those girls.”  
  The team had a great season 
working hard and almost win-
ning the state championship. The 
team is very close and the girls 
will miss all of the seniors as they 
leave for college this year. 

Spring Musical Sings Success
RACHEL DEROCHI
Staff Reporter
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  Charlotte Catholic High School 
definitely had some memorable mo-
ments this school year. One of the 
highlights of the 2018-19 school year 
was the spring musical. This year, 
Mr. Riter and Mr. Shusdock orches-
trated a much talked-about remake of 
“Joseph and the Amazing Technicol-
or Dreamcoat.” 
  The magical play had four per-
formances; one for the teachers on 
Wednesday, then open audience 
shows on Thursday, Friday, and Sat-
urday. Each night, the cast performed 
to a full house. 
  Sophomore Jacqueline Cox was 
casted in the role of Mrs. Potiphar, 
and she also made a few appearances 
in the ensemble. Jacqueline was in 
the spring musical last year as well; 
she fell in love with the atmosphere 
of the theatre and chemistry between 
the musically gifted students. She 
also plans on participating in the 
spring musical her junior and senior 
years as well. 

  “My favorite part about being in 
the musical is that it has brought me 
some of my best friends in the world” 
explains Jacqueline. “I am beyond 
grateful for the friendships I’ve made 
as a result of the musical,” she said.
  Annie Borda, another musical talent, 

agrees with Jacqueline. Annie said 
it was “the best four months of my 
life.” Junior Maggie Woods said that 
the musical has “brought me the most 
amazing besties on the planet.” 
  Jacqueline Cox goes on to provide 
more information about the behind 

the scenes action of the show. “Mr. 
Riter has taken this traditional show 
and transformed into something 
completely new with the addition of 
the steampunk set and costumes,” she 
explains. “I think it’s really admira-
ble how Mr. Riter was able to incor-
porate the steampunk theme without 
losing any of the signature aspects 
and overall message of the show,” 
she adds.
  The musical was a roaring suc-
cess. One of the audience members, 
a sophomore named Evelynne Wolf, 
said, “It was spectacular and it 
inspired me to be a better person.” 
She also adds, “the set design was 
impressive and the acting and singing 
was noteworthy and made the play 
an amazing experience.” She then 
added, “Anna Flatau was so cute.” 
  The entire school looks forward to 
next year’s performances.
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Spring Break Breaks up Students Stress 
EMMA GATEWOOD
Staff Reporter
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 Spring break is a time that every student 
looks forward to towards the end of the 
year. It is a period of rest and relaxation 
as students look to finish out the school 
year strong. 
  This year spring break was April 
17-28th, during which many students 
traveled. Out of 81 students surveyed, 62 
went out of town for vacation. Popular 
travel destinations included California, 
New York, the Caymans, Kiawah, Hilton 
Head, Florida, Punta Cana, the Bahamas, 
and Europe.
  Sophomore Ally Hackett went to the 
Cayman Islands with her mom to visit 
her old neighbors. She said, “We went 
parasailing, jet skiing, swam with sting-
rays, snorkeling, and I got to see a shark 
up close!” Along with the various activi-
ties, she added “The water was crystal 
blue and you could see the water all the 
way down!” 
  After the Caymans, Ally went to Den-
ver, Colorado, where she got to see some 
snow. She went with her soccer team to 
compete in the DA Spring Showcase. 
She said, “It was really amazing to go 
from such a warm area to seeing snow 

within two days!”
  Julia Fava, also a sophomore went to 
Greece for her vacation. Her trip includ-
ed visiting Athens, Naxos, Santorini, and 
Crete. She said, “In Athens we visited 
the Parthenon and that was super cool 
and we also got to hike to a volcano as 
well as doing a few other tours where we 
got to see a lot of historical sights from 
thousands of years ago.” 
  That wasn’t even the best part, though. 
Julia added, “The best part of spring 
break was just walking around and en-
joying the markets as well as the views. 
It felt like anywhere you looked there 
was a beautiful view.”
  Many students go on the school spon-
sored mission trips for the beginning of 
spring break. Pilar Zamorano was one 
of the students who went on the Puerto 
Rico trip. She said, “We cleaned up 
houses that were destroyed by the hurri-
cane, we went to a women and children’s 
orphanage, we cleaned a couple’s home 
who had dementia, and so much more.” 
  The mission trips are a great way to 
be immersed in a new culture and grow 
closer with the other students. Pilar 

said, “My favorite part was being with 
my friends, missing school, seeing a dif-
ferent culture, and overall just being able 
to experience new things.
  Maura Egan went to New York City. 
Maura visited the 9/11 memorial and 
said, “It was an eye opening experience 
and I enjoyed hearing the firsthand expe-
riences my parents shared with me.” She 
also shopped and visited her family, who 

live outside of the city. Maura added, 
“Even though I go to New York every 
year, it is always a great adventure.”
  Traveling for spring break is popular 
with students and something that many 
look forward to. It gives students an 
opportunity to experience new places 
and cultures or return to their favorite 
sites. Traveling, visiting family, playing 
sports, or staying at home are all great 
ways to spend spring break. 
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Cougar Graduates Reflect on Catholic
TOM TYSON
Staff Reporter
   As the school year begins to come 
to a close, many high schoolers are 
taking their finals quizzes, tests, and 
projects, and starting to study for 
exams.  College students, however, 
have already finished their curricu-
lum for the year and are enjoying 
summer break.
  Many students and parents have 
always wondered just how well 
the rigorous schedule at Charlotte 
Catholic, a college prep school, pre-
pares you for college.  A few Catho-
lic alumni who just finished their 
first year of college answered some 
questions regarding the topic.
  Nick Braccia, a student at North 
Carolina State University, said, 
“Catholic prepared me very well for 
college, the curriculum is easier at 
Catholic than in college but it was 
still challenging enough to prepare 
me for the transition to college.”
  Braccia made it clear that college 
isn’t a walk in the park, but due to 

the staff at Catholic constantly pro-
viding a challenging environment, 
the transition wasn’t as tough as he 
thought it would be.
  Meanwhile, Abbie Gatewood, a 
recent grad who attends the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, agreed with Braccia, saying, 
“I think that Catholic prepared me 
extremely well for college because 
I am used to the amount of studying 
and homework that I have now.”
  Although it makes up a large part 
of college, the experience isn’t just 
about the work, but about meeting 
new people and discovering more 
about yourself.  Kevin O’Brien, a 
freshman at NC State, said that his 
favorite memory from freshman 
year was, “When we played hockey 
without pads and I got a black eye.”
  Gatewood said that her favorite 
memory was, “When I did a 24 
hour dance marathon because I got 
to doit with a lot of my friends and 

there were a lot of fun activities to 
do to help keep us awake.”
  Gatewood, Braccia, and O’Brien 
all agreed that they have had a blast 
freshman year and have experi-
enced a ton of new fun things.  
They also all talked about how 
much they’ve changed in the past 
year.
  O’Brien said, “My life has be-
come much more 
self-reliant be-
cause there is so 
much free time 
now.”  Gatweood 
added to that, 
saying, “I have 
become way more 
independent and 
have gotten better 
at dealing with 
change.”
  The stress of 
college can be 
overwhelming at 

times, with balancing new classes, 
new friends, a new environment, 
and more freedom, some students 
can feel like their world is being 
turned upside-down.  The academ-
ics provided by Charlotte Catholic 
ensure rising college freshmen that 
they will not have to suffer through 
as drastic a change as others.


